Part 101 of the Civil Aviation Regulations, 2011 which pertains to the operations of drones.

Landing on roads
101.05.2  No person shall use a public road as a place of landing or take-off of an RPA, except—
 
(a)
by the holder of an ROC and as approved by the Director in the operator’s operations manual; and
 
(b)
when approved by the relevant local authority.

Controlled airspace
101.05.3   (1)  No RPAS may be operated in controlled airspace, except by the holder of an ROC and as approved by the Director in the operators’ operations manual.
(2)  The Director may approve an RPA operation in controlled airspace as contemplated in subregulation (1) only in—
 
(a)
VMC in an ATZ and CTR below 400ft; and
 
(b)
subject to compliance with the conditions prescribed in Document SA-CATS 101.

Releasing object or substance
101.05.4   No object or substance shall be released, dispensed, dropped, delivered or deployed from an RPA except by the holder of an ROC and as approved by the Director in the operators’ operations manual.

General restrictions
101.05.10   (1)  No person shall operate an RPA unless they have in their possession—
 
(a)
a valid RPA Pilot Licence;
 
(b)
a copy of the ROC and associated OpSpec;
 
(c)
the certificate of registration for each RPA in operation;
 
(d)
a copy of the RLA; and
 
(e)
user manual for the RPA and the remote pilot station.
(2)  No RPA shall—
 
(a)
tow another aircraft,
 
(b)
perform aerial or aerobatic displays;
 
(c)
be flown in formation or swarm;
(3)  Except by the holder of an ROC, and as approved by the Director, no RPA shall be operated—
 
(a)
above 400ft above the surface
 
(b)
within a radius of 10km from an aerodrome:
 
(c)
within restricted or prohibited airspace; or
 
(d)
adjacent to or above a nuclear power plant, prison, police station, crime scene, court of law, national key point or strategic installation.

Beyond visual line-of-sight
101.05.11   (1)  An RPA shall not be operated beyond visual-line-of-sight unless by the holder of an ROC and as approved by the Director in the operations manual.

Night operations
101.05.12   (1)  An RPA may not be operated at night except—
 
(a)
in R-VLOS operation; 

Operations in the vicinity of people
101.05.13   No person shall operate an RPA directly overhead any person or group of people or within a lateral distance of 50 m from any person, unless—
 
(a)
the operator is the holder of an ROC and the operation has been approved by the Director in their operations manual; or
 
(b)
such person is the operator of the RPA or such person is under the direction of the operator of the RPA; or
 
(c)
such person or group of people forms part of the operations of the RPA, and is under control of the operator of the RPA, and adequate provisions have been made for their safety.

Operations in the vicinity of property, structures and buildings
101.05.14   (1)  No RPA shall be operated within a lateral distance of 50m from any structure or building, unless—
 
(a)
the operator is a holder of an ROC and the operation has been approved by the Director in their operations manual; or
 
(b)
permission is obtained from the owner of such structure or building.
(2)  An operator conducting an operation as contemplated in subregulation (1) shall take such measures as are necessary to ensure the safety of all persons on the ground accessing such building or in the vicinity of such structure.

Operations in the vicinity of public roads
101.05.15   No person shall operate an RPA over a public road, along the length of a public road or at a distance of less than 50 m from a public road unless—
 
(a)
such person is the holder of an ROC and the operation has been approved by the Director in the operator’s operations manual; or
 
(b)
in the case of operations over a public road, such road has been closed for public use; and
 
(c)
reasonable care has been taken to ensure the safety of road users and pedestrians in the event of loss of control of the RPA.

